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We have challenged that soft bigotry. We say
in this country, every child can learn—every
child—not just some, not a select few, not
those who may live in the nice suburban dis-
tricts, but every child can learn.

And then it says that in return for receiving
Federal money, we want to know. You see,
in return for receiving Federal money, we
expect local districts and States to show us
whether or not each child is learning.

And when we find the fact that some chil-
dren are not learning, we must correct prob-
lems early, before it’s too late. Everybody
counts in America. Each child matters in this
country. To make sure we have a better
America, no child—not one single child—
needs be left behind.

I believe this Nation is strong in its diver-
sity. We love our freedom. It’s an incredibly
great nation. And out of the evil done to our
country on September the 11th, 2001, will
come incredible good. That’s what you must
know about our Nation. Out of the evil done
to America can come some great good.

If we stay tough and firm and strong, we
can achieve peace. We can achieve peace for
people here at home; we can achieve peace
in the world. And by being—by loving your
neighbor just like you'd like to be loved your-
self, we can achieve a better tomorrow. We
can work together to eradicate the pockets
of hopelessness, loneliness, and despair. Peo-
ple can fight evil by doing some good, by
putting your arm around a lost soul and say-
ing, “T love you. My fellow American, I love
you.”

There is no question in my mind, because
of our strength, diversity, because of the val-
ues we hold, that we will be a stronger and
more compassionate and better nation.

I want to thank you all for coming to cele-
brate this important month. It is an honor
for me to welcome you to the White House.
I appreciate so very much your contributions
to our country.

May God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:32 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to entertainers Carlos Ponce, Jaci
Velasquez, Jennifer Pena, and Gian Marco; Juan
Jose Bremer Martino, Mexican Ambassador to the
United States; entertainer Emilio Estefan; and
Miss Universe 2002 Justine Pasek. The Office of
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the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Message to the Congress Extending
the Period of Production of the Naval
Petroleum Reserve

October 9, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 201(3) of the
Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of
1976 (10 U.S.C. 7422(c)(2)), I am informing
you of my decision to extend the period of
production of the Naval Petroleum Reserves
for a period of 3 years from April 5, 2003,
the expiration date of the currently author-
ized period of production.

Enclosed is a copy of the report inves-
tigating the necessity of continued produc-
tion of the reserves as required by section
201(3)(c)(2)(B) of the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves Production Act of 1976. In light of
the findings contained in the report, I certify
that continued production from the Naval
Petroleum Reserves is in the national inter-
est.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 9, 2002.

Proclamation 7606—Columbus Day,
2002

October 9, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In August 1492, Christopher Columbus
sailed from Palos, Spain, embarking on a
westward voyage and intending to establish
a new trade route from Spain to the Far East.
With three ships and a crew of approximately
100 men, he journeyed across the Atlantic
Ocean. Instead of finding a new route to the
Indies, Columbus discovered the Bahama Is-
lands. Today, more than five centuries later,
Americans continue to celebrate Columbus’
bold expedition and recognize his pioneering
achievements as an enduring symbol of
imagination, courage, and perseverance.



